Construction of digital learning object and group reflection on it’s usage

In our presentation we used a number of technologies, Wikispace, Wii-mote Interactive Whiteboard (own construction using WII controller), Turning Point technologies and Microsoft Powerpoint slides. The focus of this report will be centered on the use of Wikispace and the e-beam whiteboard construction as a lesson delivery tool.
As a group we decided the wiki would be a useful tool in group work activity such as this assignment. We agreed it would be far more efficient to have a site specific to our assignment to which we could all view and contribute to. Previously any involvement in editing or contributing to other group members sections of a group presentation would have been done via email or physically meeting. With a wiki site group members can read updates, make comments and make suggestions or contributions as the assignment develops, saving time and creating a transparent view of the assignment evolution. At times the updates can cause more confusion than clarity, as conflicting opinions of task requirements are posted & there is no immediate form of resolving which opinion is correct.
As a group we also decided the wiki was a useful tool for the classroom, another reason why we chose this form of ICT.  Wikis are a great collaborative tool to use in the classroom. They facilitate teaching by providing a platform to post homework, communicate to parents and monitor students work over a period by tracking history to which you are also able to identify individual names. Wikis are easy to edit and the class can easily create their own website, containing photos, documents, videos, calendars, and more. The wiki has increased the engagement between teachers, students, parents, and in this case presenter’s in the learning process. During our assignment we found that it is also beneficial to keep a back up of our work in a word document. This alleviates any unforeseen problems in the event that something ‘out of the norm' occurs.
Our other reason for selecting the wiki was that we all felt it would be a great tool has up our sleeves to use in the classroom. Wikis can facilitate teaching and learning by providing a platform to post homework, communicate to parents and monitor students work over time. Wikis can also be used to “publish” finished pieces of work. Wikis are simple to edit and the class can easily create their own website, containing photos, documents, videos, calendars and more. A wiki has the potential to increase engagement between teachers, students, parents and the wider school community.
[image: ]




Visit our wiki at http://canterclass.wikispaces.com

Constructing the wiki
1. [image: help.Wikispaces.join.png]Go to http://www.wikispaces.com.
2. In the "Join Now" box, enter your username, password, e-mail address, and, optionally, wiki name.
3. Click "Join" and you're done. If you've chosen to create a wiki, you will be taken straight to your new wiki.
	Wikispaces offers a limited number of ad-free sites for teachers. This account type usually $5/month, but is free for K-12 use.
http://www.wikispaces.com/site/for/teachers

	


[image: ]
You can add pages and change the look of your wiki by using following the links to the left of your home page.
	Each page created has an "Edit This Page" button at the top of [image: Help.Editing_Button.png]the page. The location and style of this button will change depending in your theme, but it is always easy to find. Click on this button to bring up the page editor. The page editor allows you to add text, pictures and other objects to a page and to format that page.

	


Using the outlined method above the user or user group is able to adapt their own wiki to suit their purpose and their target audience. The look of the wiki is easily customizable by applying styles and colours, enhancing the users’ ‘ownership’ of the site. The uploading capacities of the site are impressive, managed by a user friendly tool bar. [image: ]
By being able to customize your wiki using links to other websites, videos and other interactive software the use of a wiki can be tailored to suit a definitive purpose.
Finally one of the most significant points about using a wiki is that privacy settings are easily managed by the administrator, so it is easy to control who sees what.
[image: ]This could be extremely important if for example school children are using this site and photos or daily events are entered into cyberspace. Safety for children must be paramount when considering the use of the internet.




http://www.google.com.au/search?rls=ig&hl=en&q=wikispaces+for+teachers&meta=&aq=1&oq=wikispace








Construction of Wii-mote Interactive Whiteboard

The second form of technology this report addresses is the interactive whiteboard. One of the most exciting outcomes of this piece of technology was that one of the group members actually sourced instructions on creating your own e-beam whiteboard. This means that as a new teacher entering a school with limited technology, you can still bring this resource with you. If you already have a laptop, then all you require is an infrared pen, Wii-mote and a projector. You can download the interactive whiteboard software for free! This reduces the cost of obtaining this technology from thousands to hundreds of dollars. The method of construction is as follows:

	Requirements
· Wii-Mote
· Whiteboard pen
· Battery
· Wires
· Infra-red globe
· Switch
· Bluetooth adapter

Construction of pen - Wii-mote Pen
· Remove the centre of the pen
· Create a simple circuit with the battery, wires, switch and globe
· Insert circuit into the pen and seal

[image: pen.jpg]

Software
· Download the software available here:
Johnny Chung Lee's Web Page
· Download free Interactive Whiteboard software available on the web such as eBeam Scrapbook (there are many programs available, it just takes a bit of searching for the free ones)

Working the Wii-mote Whiteboard
· Run your laptop through a projector
· Wii-mote will need to be recognised by computer through bluetooth
· Mount the Wii-mote somewhere stable where it faces the board/wall and will not be jolted or moved - use a tri-pod or clamp if possible
· Calibrate the pen and screen using the calibration program
· The pen will work as a mouse click whenever the switch is activated within the beam of the Wii-mote
· You now have a fully functional interactive whiteboard!!Top of Formnone
Bottom of Form


Another influence on our decision to use the e-beam white board in our presentation was the application opportunities in the classroom. An e-board can be used across all year levels and is particularly useful for whole class interaction/lessons. It is a far better option than a computer monitor for classroom presentations compared to a PC where only a limited number of students can be given a presentation at one time. An e-beam board provides enjoyment and interactivity through the integration of audio, video, graphics, text and animation with a lesson, which makes the learning process more interesting and fun. Having a multimodal approach to learning can stimulate and facilitate learning by visual and audible cues (Fetherston, 2006).
Teachers are able to create lessons with a broader appeal to the different learning styles found within the classroom which facilitates more effective learning. All items drawn or written on the e-board can be saved on computer hard disk through whiteboard-software; teachers can save, share work and re-use it. Contents from websites, blogs, forums, newsgroups, wikis and other web-based resources can be brought on the e-board through a LCD projector. The uses for the e-board range from brainstorming sessions and other group activities and can be used in conjunction with response-systems. As a teaching tool it enhances modeling and presentation, allows teachers to make effective use of classroom-resources, motivates learners, improves communication and can bring in-depth clarity on a topic/subject matter. The main advantages expressed by teachers are the ability for the entire class to see the presentation clearly, interactive properties, and multimedia capabilities serve to engage the modern day student.
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